
Kochia

Kochia is a fast-growing, drought-tolerant weed 
that thrives in disturbed areas and is often one of 

the first weeds to emerge each spring. Its seeds 
require only a few hours of moisture to germinate 

and can sprout across a wide range of temperatures. 
Because of its long germination period and high 

seed viability, kochia can spread rapidly and 
become difficult to control once established. 

Foxtail Barley

Foxtail barley poses a serious threat to wildlife and livestock. When the seed 
heads dry out, their sharp, barbed awns can become lodged in the noses, 
mouths, ears, and eyes of grazing animals, including deer, elk, pronghorn, 
cattle, and horses. These injuries can lead to infections, abscesses, and severe 
health complications. Hay contaminated with foxtail barley has little forage 
value. Dense infestations are often associated with disturbed soils and can be 
difficult to eradicate once established.

Yellow Toadflax

Originally from Eurasia, yellow toadflax is a highly competitive invasive plant 
that spreads aggressively in dry environments. It can displace native vegetation 

and reduce forage available to wildlife, particularly on 
important winter ranges for big game species. While some 

wildlife may occasionally browse the plant, it provides little 
value compared to the native species it replaces.

Spotted Knapweed

Spotted knapweed is one of Montana’s most invasive weeds. It forms dense stands 
that crowd out native plants and reduce forage for wildlife and livestock. This plant 
is allelopathic and diverts nutrients from surrounding vegetation, giving it a 
competitive advantage. A single plant can produce up to 18,000 seeds annually, 
contributing to its rapid spread across more than 4.5 million acres in Montana.

Houndstongue

Houndstongue is easily recognized by its magenta-colored flowers 
and burr-like seeds that readily attach to clothing, pets, wildlife, 
and livestock. These seeds contribute to the plant’s rapid spread. 

Houndstongue is toxic to both horses and cattle and can reduce 
the quality of grazing areas.



Hoary Cress (Whitetop)

Native to Eurasia, hoary cress was first documented in the United 
States in the early 1900s and has since spread nationwide. It 

develops an extensive root system that can reach depths of 30 feet. 
The Hoary Cress is rhizomatous with roots that grow down and 
sideways allowing plants to form dense strands that outcompete 
native vegetation. A single plant can produce thousands of seeds 

each year, with seeds remaining viable in the soil for several years. 
Hoary cress is also toxic to cattle.

Hoary Alyssum

Hoary alyssum is an invasive plant commonly found in disturbed areas, 
meadows, pastures, and hayfields. It grows one to three feet tall and has 
distinctive gray-green foliage. The plant is toxic to horses, whether consumed 
fresh in pasture or dried in hay. Hay containing significant amounts of hoary 
alyssum can cause serious health problems in horses.

Invasive Thistles

 There are 5 invasive non-native thistle in Montana, at least two of these occur in our subdivision.   

While some thistles are native and beneficial to pollinators, several   non-native species   are highly 
invasive, often spreading via underground rhizomes or taproots.  These plants can form dense stands, 
outcompete native vegetation and reduce forage for grazing animals, including wildlife.  
Many noxious thistles form a low rosette of prickly leaves in the first year and send up tall flowering 
stalks in the second year, sometimes reaching   3 to 10 feet.  They reproduce primarily by   seeds, which are 
extremely light and can disperse over long distances by wind. A single plant can produce  hundreds to 
thousands of seeds, making eradication challenging.

Bull Thistle                         Musk Thistle

                    

Why Control Matters

Invasive weeds reduce forage for wildlife and livestock, displace native plants, degrade habitat quality, 
and can be costly and difficult to control once established. Early detection and removal are the most 
effective ways to protect our community’s open spaces, wildlife habitat, and natural landscape.


